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Summary

In this paper we introduce a seismic migration method based on an optimization approach. 3C VSP
seismic records are used as source data. As a result, a field of vector reflection coefficient is recovered. This
3C coefficient represents an image of the media. There are two significant features of the proposed method.
First, it uses input seismic traces as a source function in the back propagation problem. This allows us to use
initial data recorded only on the well. Second, a strong separation between migration and inversion
procedures guarantees an efficiency and stability of the algorithm constructed for a solution of the problem.
It is clear that in this approach the seismic field migrated to any vertical line in an object domain can be
processed by means of regular VSP techniques. So, reconstruction of the image of the media appears to be an
inversion procedure applied to migrated data on every vertical line in an investigated geological section. For
dipping horizons any other direction of the reconstructed profile may be applied. 3C surface data can be also
migrated in the same way.

AHHOTAIIMA

B pabore mpeiaraeTcst METO MUTPAIMK, OCHOBAHHBINA HA ONTHMHU3AIMOHHON MocTaHOBKe. B kadecTBe
WCXOIHBIX JaHHBIX WCIONB3YIOTCA TpexkoMmroHeHTHeie Tpacckl BCII. B pesymbrate Qopmupyercs
M300pakeHne cpelbl B BHJIE BEKTOPHOTO Kod(h(uimeHTa oTpakeHus. MeToa XapakTepusyercs AByMs
OCHOBHBIMHU YepTaMu. Bo-TiepBbIX, HCXOJIHOE BOJHOBOE IOJIE pacCMaTPUBAETCS B 3a/1a4ue MPOI0HKEHUS OIS
c oOpaTHBIM BpPEMEHEM B KauyeCTBE MCTOYHUKA. OJTO TIO3BOJSET MCIONB30BaTh TOJIBKO JIaHHbIC,
3apETUCTPUPOBAHHBIE HA CKBaKMHE. BO-BTOpBIX, YETKOE pa3/ielieHUE STAalOB MUCPALMH U HHBEPCUU
rapanTupyet 3(Q(GEeKTHBHOCTh M YCTOMYMBOCTH ajroputMma pemieHus 3afadd. OueBHIHO, YTO MPHU TaKOM
MOJIX0/JIE MPOJAODKEHHOE I10JIC MOKET OBITh IMOABEPIHYTO CTaHAapTHON 00padoTke Aanubix BCII Ha mro6oMm
BEPTHKAIBHOM CEUEHHH HCCIIEeyeMO O0JIacTH, a MPOIECC MOCTPOSHUS H300paKEHUs CpeAbl OKa3bIBAETCS
MPOLEAYPOH WHBEPCHH B KaXKIIOM W3 TaKuWX Ce4YeHWH. B cilydae HAKIOHHBIX TpaHUI] MOTYT OBITh
HCIMOJIb30BaHbl CEUEHUS MPOU3BOJILHBIX HampaiieHuil. [IpennoxkeHHas mpoleaypa Takxe NpUuMeHnMa U K
BEKTOPHBIM JIaHHBIM HAa3€MHOU cECMOpa3BEIKHU.

1. Introduction

In this paper we introduce a seismic migration [1] method based on an optimization approach. As input
data 3C VSP seismic records are used for a source located at the daytime surface. It is supposed that an
a priori reference model has right kinematical characteristics. A pulse form is a given function.

Let us give a preliminary description of proposed approach before a strict mathematical formulation of
the problem is made. The first main concept is that a measured wave-field is used not as a boundary
condition [2] but as a wave-field source for a reverse time propagation problem. Such an approach
theoretically removes initial conditions and aperture failures.

The second concept is an algorithm stages division into wave-field migration and inversion. A wave-
field continuation from a well to a media is a linear problem, but it is also incorrect. In spite of an
incorrectness of the problem it is possible to propose a stable method of its solution. A section imaging
problem, i.e. a continued wave-field inversion, is a nonlinear incorrect problem. The described division of
the algorithm is the mostly effective approach because of an essential a’priori information about media
characteristics is known. Furthermore, with such approach, it is possible to apply standard VSP processing
and interpretation techniques to the migrated wave-field. So, the section imaging process can be considered
as an inversion on every vertical line located inside current media domain.

Let us consider the wave propagation problem in terms of elastodynamic formulations as follows:
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where u(r,t) is a displacement vector, L is the Lame’s operator in an inhomogeneous media, and f(r,t) is a
source function. An operator L corresponds to an unknown media characterized by an acoustic impedance =
(K), where k = K(r) = - (2:) 'V is a vector reflection coefficient.

Specifying a reference model with an impedance ¢ corresponding to a reflection coefficient ko defines
an operator L° such as
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where & is a tensor defined through a stress tensor ¢ (u °) , U° is a solution of (1.1) if k = k°.

Non-reflecting boundary conditions are applied for an object domain Q. Initial displacements are
supposed to be zero. As a source information for the migration procedure, vectors of displacements on a well
Q< Qs taken:
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Thus, a final problem is a reconstruction of an image of a media with an acoustic impedance (k) and
recovering of a vector coefficient k(r) at each point r of the domain Q\Q,.

2. Wave-field migration

Let us determine the migrated wave-field for source data u« from the domain Q; to Q as a wave-field
which yields the best approximation for v on €; and satisfies to the Lame’s equation in the domain Q\Q;.
This migrated wave-field u(r,t) is a solution of the following variation problem with constraints:
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and non-reflecting boundary conditions. This variation problem was solved by means of the Lagrange
coefficients method.

A solution of the variation problem yields a value of graa 3 (u) . It allows us to construct the migrated
wave-field using an iteration minimization techniques. In practice, even the first step gives an acceptable
approximation for the migrated wave-field. This can be explained by the fact that the first iteration actually
includes full information on primary reflections.

To start the minimization procedure it is necessary to specify an initial approximation u’. We define it as
a solution of the following equation

u 7L0u=l(Ql)u7L], PSS 0T, (2.2)

which satisfies to zero initial conditions when t = T and non-reflecting boundary conditions.
Formulations (2.1)—(2.2) lead to: grad 3 (u) u . Then, according to a gradient minimization

procedure, we have for a step o:

3. Inversion of the migrated wave-field

Let us define the imaging problem as the following: in the domain Q to determine a reflection coefficient
k(r), such as corresponding wave-field u = uy provides for the best approximation for v on Q; ast e [0,T].
This statement leads to the following minimization problem:
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It is obvious that the solution of this problem produces the same result as the inversion of the migrated
wave-field. Function (2.1) defining the migrated wave-field is quadratic, while function (3.1) is of a higher
order. So, we would rather deal with the problem specified by (2.1). Note that function (3.1) has the
following important property originating from a nature of the investigated problem. If the field « exactly
corresponds to the media, then function (3.1) has only one point of the minimum and @, = 0.
Analyzing the migrated wave-field we can see that it responds to the main characteristics of the reference
media. To determine them we define a gradient minimization procedure for function (3.1). Also we use the
method of the Lagrange coefficients for a construction of the ®(k) gradient. The appropriate Lagrange



coefficient appears to satisfy to the same reverse time problem as was defined earlier for the migrated wave-
field.

The detailed analysis of the minimization problem allows us to construct graa © () . Then we apply the
gradient method at point k° that yields the following result:
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Formula (3.2) shows that the reflection coefficient is directly defined by the migrated wave-field. Note
that for the one-dimensional case formula (3.2) yields:
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where a value of c(k°) can be efficiently computed.

4. Numerical modeling

The following numerical experiment is performed to test the proposed method. We consider the media
with one internal horizontal boundary and generate the synthetic 3C VSP wave-field in a depth range of 10—
870 m (fig.1). A source of P-waves is located at the upper boundary of the domain at a distance of 500 m
from the vertical well. P-wave velocities in the upper and lower layer are 2000 m/s and 3000 m/s,
respectively, S-wave velocities are equal to the half of the P-wave velocities, a density is constant in the
whole domain.
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Fig.1. Synthetic wave-field. X-component is on the left, z-component is on the right.

For computation of synthetic traces we use a uniform finite-difference scheme for the elastodynamic
equation [3]. A spatial grid size for both coordinates is 1 m, a discretization step for time is 0.2 ms. To
prevent spurious reflections from the domain boundaries non-reflecting boundary conditions of the second
order [4] are used.

The solution of the reverse time problem is measured along a vertical profile located between the shot
point and the well at the 100 m distance from the well. The corresponding wave-field is shown in fig.2. The
imaging procedure is performed through the simplified algorithm based on formula (3.3). The resulting
image of the media presented as a two-component vector reflection coefficient is given in fig.3.
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Fig.2. Migrated wave-field (shown in reverse time). X-component is on the left, z-component is on the right.
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5. Conclusion

The migration method for 3C wave-fields is presented in this paper. It provides for a reconstruction of an
image of a media, which is actually a field of a vector reflection coefficient. This result is confirmed
theoretically and by numerical modeling. Furthermore, a possibility of an imaging by a recovered S-wave
reflection coefficient is also supposed. There are no reasons not to apply the same approach to surface 3C
seismic data.
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